
Urban Poverty, Possibilities and Promises 

Sociology 470 

 

Instructor Information— Class Information— 

Junia Howell Day—Friday 

JuniaHowell@rice.edu Room—Sewall 307 

Office Hours—At Pavilion…Monday 2-4 Time—2.00 to 5.00 

 

Course Description and Objectives 

Cities are imagined as places of opportunity, but for some urban dwellers instead of 

opportunity they experience failed policies, broken promises and generational poverty. 

This seminar course explores the experiences of city dwellers and asks the question: What 

policies and practices maximize socioeconomic opportunities for all urban residents? The 

course will cover a diverse array of case studies including: DuBois’ account of Black life 

in 19
th

 century Philadelphia, quantitative examinations of educational attainment in 

Nairobi’s Kibera—the largest informal settlement in contemporary Africa, and 

ethnographic studies of Shanghai’s migrants who lack hukou (legal documentation) and 

thus live in underground settlements. Students will explore the ramifications of various 

city policies and explore of how cities can strive to be places of promise and possibility 

for all. Additionally, students will be asked to go beyond the walls of the classroom to 

explore the poverty, possibilities and promises in the city around them. 

Expected Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of this course, it is expected that you have learned: 

 How to identify the role complex interlocking structural forces have on urban 

residents’ quality of life. 

 How to compare and contrast urban policies from around the world and their varying 

influence on their residents 

 How to ask and begin to answer sociological research questions regarding urban 

inequality 

 How to integrate possible ways of increase inequality into everyday practices and 

various professional occupations. 
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Required Texts 

Lin, Jan and Christopher Mele (eds). 2013. The Urban Sociology Reader. Routledge. 2
nd

 

edition. 

 

Bourgois, Phillipe. 2002. In Search of Respect, Selling Crack in El Barrio. Cambridge 

University Press 

 

Jackson, Kenneth. 1985. Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States. 

Oxford University Press. 

Course Requirements 

Reading Reflections 

Readings are assigned for each class period. Students will write short (2-3 page) 

reflections in response to each days readings. Guiding questions will be posted on 

Owlspace. Reading Reflections are due at 8 a.m. before class. Reflections are graded on 

completeness and reading comprehension: uncomplete (0 points); insufficient (1 point); 

sufficient (2 points) excellent (3 points). Students will be granted a maximum of 30 points 

on reflections. Yet, there are 14 possible reflections (a possibility of 42 points). So 

students can choose to skip some or do additional reflections to replace low grades. 

Urban Explorations 

Over the course of the semester, students will be assigned 7 urban explorations which will 

ask students to go specific places and complete an assigned task. Students will then write 

about their experience and its connection to class discussion in a 3-5 page essay. Students 

are only responsible to complete 4 of these assignments, each worth 15 points. If students 

are unhappy with one of their grades than can turn in additional exploration assignment 

and their four highest scores will be counted. All essays are due at 8 a.m. on their due 

date. See Owlspace for prompts, rubrics, formatting guidelines and due dates. 

Research Project 

Groups of four students each will be assigned a local nonprofit that has a need for 

research. Students will be responsible for an overview of the problem (15 points), a data 

analyses (15 points), a final report (25 points) and a presentation (10 points). 

Attendance 

Attendance is important for your comprehension and engagement in the material. One 

point will be granted for each class period you are present. 

Participation 

Participation includes asking questions, answering questions, contributing to group 

activities, and providing your perspective on topics discussed. Over the course of the 

semester you can gain up to 30 points for participation. 
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Grade Allocation 

Reading Reflections (3 points each, 10 total) 30 pts (15 percent) 

Urban Explorations (15 points each, 4 total) 60 pts (30 percent) 

Research Project 65 pts (32.5 percent) 

Attendance 15 pts (7.5 percent) 

Participation 30 pts (15 percent) 

Grading Scale 

197-200 A+ 165-176 B 140-144 C- 

185-196 A 160-164 B- 137-149 D+ 

180-184 A- 157-159 C+ 125-136 D 

177-179 B+ 145-156 C 120-124 D- 

Policies 

Late Work 

One letter grade will be deducted from late work. Note Owlspace marks work turned a 

minute late as late. After graded work is returned, no late work will be accepted. 

Exceptions will only be made for extenuating circumstances (e.g. hospitalizations or a 

death in your family). In such cases, email me as soon as possible to work out any 

deadline adjustments. If because of sports, a learning disability, a mental health concern, 

or other situations you are concerned about meeting deadlines, come to office hours as 

soon as possible to create a plan to ensure you complete all assignments. 

Technology in the Classroom 

During class, you can use laptop computers or tablets to take notes. Yet, surfing the 

Internet, browsing Facebook, and checking text messages are never permissible. Even if 

you feel as though it is related to class material, these activities inevitably distract your 

fellow classmates. If you do use the Internet or cellular device, you will be asked to leave 

for the remainder of the class period. 

Communication with the Professor 

The best way to communicate with me is to come to my office hours. If circumstances 

require it, you may email me and I will do my best to get back to you within 48 hours. 

Course Changes 

The assignments and course schedule in this syllabus are subject to change. All changes 

will be announced in class and posted on Owlspace. You are responsible for checking 

your email and Owlspace throughout the semester. Stating you were unaware of changes 

will not be seen as an acceptable excuse for late or incorrect assignments.  
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Students with Disabilities and/or Special Circumstances 

The goal of this course is for each student to meet the course objectives and learning 

outcomes listed above. Yet, there is by no means only one way to meet these goals. If you 

have a documented disability or special circumstance that requires adjusting assignments 

please come speak to me. I have personal and academic experience adjusting assignments 

to maximize students’ ability to learn and demonstrate their knowledge. My desire is for 

this course to be a place where all students can thrive and grow. This said, the later you 

wait to inform me about needs you might have the less I can do to ensure your experience 

in the course is adopted to maximize your learning. 

 

If you are struggling but unsure you need adjustments, please come and discuss with me 

how you are doing. By knowing where you are, I can work alongside you to ensure you 

are able to meet your full academic potential. All conversations will remain confidential. I 

also encourage you to consult with Disability Support Services, the Student Health Center, 

the Student Wellness Center, and the Student Counseling Services to receive the 

assistance you need to academically, relationally, and emotionally thrive while on campus. 
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Course Schedule 

Week One—What role has cities played throughout history? 

Readings: None 

Urban Explorations: None 

Week Two—What is a city? 

Readings: “The Metropolis and Mental Life,” by 

Georg Simmel, in READER 

“Urbanism as a Way of Life,” by Louis 

Wirth, in READER 

“Theories of Urbanism,” by Claude Fisher, in READER 

Urban Explorations: Cuisine Exploration 

Week Three—What are the promises and problems of urban growth? 

Readings: “Human Ecology” by Robert Park, in READER 

“The Growth of the City,” by Ernest Burgess, in READER 

“The Urban Process under Capitalism,” by David Harvey, in READER 

“The City as Growth Machine,” by Logan and Molotch, in READER 

“Metropolitics for the Twenty-First Century,” by Dreier et al in READER 

Urban Explorations: None 

Week Four—What does urban poverty look like? 

Readings: “The Environment of the Negro,” by Du Bois, in READER 

“The Cost of Racial and Class Exclusion in the Inner City,” by Wacquant and 

Wilson, in READER 

“Segregation and the Making of the Underclass,” by Massey and Denton, in 

READER 

“Men Without Property,” by Duncan, in READER 

Urban Explorations: Mapping the City 

Week Five—What are the narratives about marginalized communities? 

Readings: In Search of Respect by Bourgois: 

Intro-Chapter 4 

Urban Explorations: None 

Research Project: Overview of Problem Due 

Week Six— What are the narratives about 

marginalized communities?...Continued 

Readings: In Search of Respec, by Bourgois: 

Chap 5-Epolgue 

Urban Explorations: Institutional Visit 
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Week Seven—How did the ‘city’ get this way? 

Readings: Crabgrass Frontier by Jackson 

Urban Explorations: None 

Week Eight— Spring Break 

Week Nine—What does Urban Wealth 

Look Like? 

Readings: “Whose Culture? Whose City?” 

by Zukin, in READER 

“Cities and the Creative Class,” by Richard Florida, in READER 

“Introduction: The Creative Underclass.” (2012) Morgan and Ren 

Urban Explorations: A Tour of the Wealthy 

Week Ten—How does urban life differ by gender and sexuality? 

Readings: “Race, Space, and Power,” by Melissa Gilbert 

“Tipping the Scales in Housing Court,” by Desmond 

Urban Explorations: None 

Research Project: Data Analysis Due 

Week Eleven—How does globalization influence cities? 

Readings: “The World City Hypothesis,” by John Friedmann, in READER. 

“Whose City Is It?,” by Saskia Sassen, in READER 

Urban Explorations: Capturing Inequality 

Week Twelve—What is the role of immigration on cities? 

Readings: “City Life: West African Communities in New York,” by Stoller and 

McConatha, in READER 

“Social Remittances,” by Peggy Levitt, in 

READER 

Urban Explorations: None 

Week Thirteen—What is urban community? 

Readings: “The Community Question” by Wellman 

Black on the Block Chapter One by Patillo 

Urban Explorations: Attend Community Event 

Week Fourteen—What are the promises to fix problems? 

Readings: “The Causes of Inner-City Poverty” by Teitz and 

Chapple 

“Solutions to Poverty” by Sawhill 

Urban Explorations: None 
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Week Fifteen—What possibilities should be created? 

Readings: “Moving to Opportunity” by Keating 

“The Art of Revitalization” by Zielenbach 

Urban Explorations: Organizational Interview 

Final Exam Slot—What Have You Learned? 

Research Project: Final Report and Presentations Due 

 

 

 

Honor Code 

Students are expected to abide by the Rice Honor System (http://honor.rice.edu/). Violations 

include, but are not limited to, cheating on exams/papers, having unauthorized possession of 

an exam, and submitting the work of another person as your own (aka, plagiarism). 

 

When in doubt about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please ask! Ignorance of this 

policy is not an acceptable excuse for noncompliance. 

 

While the Honor Code system is designed to enforce rules about what is considered 

acceptable and honorable behavior, Rice does not have a unified Honor Code policy that 

defines these rules. Therefore, we list below a standard set of rules that will apply to 

academic writing in sociology classes at Rice. All students must follow this format when 

citing published works. This includes material drawn from books and journal articles 

(including those assigned for the course, and additional readings that you find to include in 

written assignments), in addition to information obtained online. If you have any questions, 

please ask! 

Paper Formatting 

Typed 

Double-spaced 

Paginated 

12-point font 

Times New Roman font 

“Normal” character spacing (this is the default setting in Microsoft Word) 

One-inch margins on all sides 

Equal spacing both between and within paragraphs (remove additional spacing between 

paragraphs) 
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Resource Citation 

All students are required to follow ASA rules for format and style when writing papers for 

sociology classes. Below we give examples for both in-text citations and the bibliography 

page. If you have any questions, please ask -- or Google “ASA style guide” to find links to 

several on-line postings that provide additional detail on rules for citing. Fondren library has 

also posted this guide on its sociology page: 

http://libguides.rice.edu/content.php?pid=39852&sid=292401 

 

They also have a more general “Research A-Z” page that has good information on the 

research process, including academic integrity and plagiarism, how to find source material, 

etc.: http://libguides.rice.edu/researchAZ 

In-Text Citation 

You must cite the original author if you pull in either exact phrases or sentences, or if you 

use essentially the same ideas, concepts, or research findings -- even if paraphrasing.  That is, 

even if you rewrite the author’s words, you must still cite the original author as the source of 

the ideas.  

  
When referencing work in the body of a paper, you must always include (a) the author name, 

and (b) the year of publication.  Example: 

 

In her study of men in “women’s professions,” Williams (1995) demonstrates that men 

are not disadvantaged by their gender minority status in the same way that women often 

are in predominantly male workplaces. 

 

You can also cite multiple authors who draw on the same ideas, who have similar findings on 

a similar topic.  Example: 

 

Men in “women’s professions” often feel their masculinity is called into question by 

outsiders (Williams 1995; Cross and Bagilhole 2002). 

 

Whenever you draw on a new idea, concept, or finding, you must use internal citations with 

author’s names and years of publications. However, if you are discussing the same article or 

author in a series of sentences, you only need to provide a citation the first time.  Example:  

 

Miller (1997) demonstrates how the military men in her study engage in gender 

harassment of their women superiors. She illustrates several forms of this gender 

harassment, including foot-dragging and rumor spreading.  

 

Note: In the second sentence there is no citation, as you provided it in the previous sentence. 

However, if you discuss Miller later in the paper, you will provide the year again to make 

clear you are discussing the same article. 

 

When quoting directly, you must also include the page(s) the quote is found on, and enclose 

the quote in parentheses.  Example:  
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According to Tran (2002:34), the “way of the way is the way.” 

 

For citations with four or more authors, use “et al.” rather than list all author names in-text.  

Example: 

 

Research has documented elevated infant mortality rates among children born to teenage 

mothers (Jackson et al. 1992). 

 

Do not use titles of books and articles in your paper, or the author’s first name. Rather, use 

the author’s last name and internal citations to give the year of the publication.  Example: 

 

 

INSTEAD of: Virginia Valian, in her 1999 book Why So Slow: The Advancement of 

Women, shows that women in professional occupations often advance more slowly than 

their men counterparts. 

 

USE: Valian (1999) shows that women in professional occupations often advance more 

slowly than their men counterparts. 

 

Common mistakes you should take care to avoid: 

   
 In all of these examples listed above, the period comes AFTER the parentheses, NOT 

before it.  Please remember that the author citation is part of the sentence, so it should 

be listed before you end the sentence with a period. 

 Many students use too many direct quotes from a book or journal article.  Quotes 

should be used very sparingly, while paraphrasing from the text should be the norm.  

Reference Page 

A bibliography page lists all sources cited in the paper. The page should follow the basic 

format of author, year of publication, title of publication, publisher, and if an article, the 

volume and page numbers. All authors after the first author have their first names listed first. 

Also note that before you include any personal interviews you need to gain permission from 

the person to cite them. Here are some examples from a sample reference page: 

 

Anderson, Maya. 1978.  Ever Heard of Hip Hop?  New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Brown, Susan, Amy L. Anderson, and Scott Jones.  2007.  “Cohabitation in the United 

States.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family 32(3):111-125.   

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  2006.  “Cigarette Use Among High School 

Students – United States, 1991-2005.”  Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Reports  

55:724-726. 

 

Cleary, Paul D., Lawrence B. Zaborski, and John Z. Ayanian.  2004.  “Sex Differences in 

Health over the Course of Midlife.”  Pp. 37-63 in How Healthy Are We? A National 
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Study of Well-being in Midlife, edited by O.G. Brim, C.D. Ryff, and R.C. Kessler.  

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

U.S. Census Bureau. 2002.  “Hispanics Growing Fast.”  Washington, DC: U.S. Department 

of Commerce.  Retreived March 30, 2007.  (http://www.census.gov/hispanic.html).  

 

Williams, Genia. 1997.  “The Lonely Way.”  American Journal of Sociology 42:37-64. 

 

Zenia, Genco. 2007.  Personal Interview.  Conducted April 2, 2007. 

 


